Confirmation of effectiveness of tocilizumab by ultrasonography and magnetic resonance imaging in biologic agent-naïve early-stage rheumatoid arthritis patients.
Efficacy of tocilizumab in active early-stage RA patients despite methotrexate was evaluated for 12 months. One out of 5 patients was quitted by infusion reaction whereas tocilizumab continued for 12 months in the remaining 4 patients. Power Doppler articular synovitis was reduced in every patient and disappeared in 2 patients. Marked MRI osteitis, found in 1 patient, had disappeared at 12 months. Present results confirm the efficacy of tocilizumab by ultrasonography and MRI.